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Amendments To The Claims: 

Claims 1-60. (canceled) 



l!> Claim 61.(currently amended) A stent form e d from an^n ondod tub e having a first end 
and a second end aid a midpoint therebetween, the stent having tube having a wall wifli a 
multiplicity of holes formed therethrough between the first and second ends, the holes having 
boenformodbvramov il nfm- . tnrinl frn™ tnn n n ^ ] n r ^ n]] define d by c ^l iu uli i y uf 
struts, oach of the holes oomplotcly bounded b> a plurality of intorconnoctod strata; 
interoonnoctiono botween oach nf thn rtmtr ^n^; T . n i, • | h \u L i i f/ Ihn -imc mitoii J t u t hu 
stertsj each o^aid strute)haviug a cross-section g f- substantially of the shape nf an erythrocyte 
o vnl shape with a short diamotcr corrocpon din r. rcnhrwioiiy tn ti, a thirlmrr n o f j ai di r all - 0 t hat 
the long aides of tho oval lio at the outaido nnri thn inrirfn nf tv,n -. i, , T l 7l1 1 1 f t hc rcnpoct ir c 3tr u t 
Claims 62-63. (canceled) 

Claim 64. (previously presented) The stent of claim 61, wherein said stmts have a serpentine 
configuration. ~~ 

Claim 65. (currently amended) A stent having a first end and a second end, the stent 
comprising an open-ended elongate tube having a generally circumferential wall, there being a 
multiplicity of interconnected curvilinear struts formed in the wall of said tube, the struts 
disposed about a multiplicity of through-holes in said wall, each of oaid through holes boing 
bounded oomplotcly by struts, interconnections b n twocn struts b o unding q through holo boing o f 
th e same material an tho struts? each of said struts having a a oval a substantially erythrocyte 
sh^gj : c^os^section with a short diamotor corresponding oubotantially to tho thickn^^aM 

wall 

Willi, 

Claim 66-67. (canceled) 

/ / Claim 68. (previously presented) The stent of claim 65, wherein said struts are serpentine. 

' /2 - Claim 69.(previously presented) The stent of claim 61 furthe? comprising a plurality"^ 
^ serpentine ban ds, each of the serpentine bands being a continuous, closed structure which 
extends about the circumference of the stent. 

Claim 70.(previously presented) The stent of claim 69 wherein at least some of the 
£ f serpentine bands extending about the circumference of the stent abut one another. 
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Claim 71 .(previously presented) The stent of claim 70 wherein some adjacent serpentine 
/ bands are connected to one another v ia a connec tor which extends between the adjacent 
serpentine bands. 

^ IsyS Claim 72.(previousIy presented) The stent of claim 69 having a taper. 
7 * Claim 73.(previously presented) The stent of claim 61 having ataper. 
fy^ Claim 74.<previou$ly presented) The stent of claim 72 wherein the inner diameter of the 

stentis constant over the length of the stent and the out er diameter has a ta per. 
7 y Claim 75.fpreviously presented) The stent of claim 73 wherein the inner diameter of the 
stent is constant over the length of the stent and the outer diameter has a taper. 
Claim 76.(previously presented) The stent of claim 65 further comprising a plurality of 
Cf serpentine bands, each of the serpentine bands being a continuous, closed structure which 

extends about the circumference of the stent. 
^ / Claim 77.(previously presented) The stent of claim 76 wherein at least some of the 

serpentine bands extending about the circumference of the stent abut one another. 
^ Claim 7S.(previously presented) The stent of claim 77 wherein some adjacent serpentine 
bands are connected to one another via a connector which extends between the adjacent 
serpentine bands. 

y- Claim 79.(previously presented) The stent of claim 76 having ataper. 
Claim 80.(previously presented) The stent of claim 65 having a taper. 




Claim 81. (previously presented) The stent of claim 79 wherein the inner diameter of the 
stent is constant over the length of the stent and the outer diameter has a taper. 
7 \f Claim 82.(previously presented) The stent of claim 80 wherein the inner diameter of the 
stent is constant over the length of the stent and the outer diameter has a taper. 
Claim 83.(withdrawn) A method of manufacturing a stent comprising the steps of: 
providing a tube having a wall; 

removing material from the wall of the tube so as to form a plurality of struts in the wall, 
the struts having an oval cross-section. 

Claim 84.(withdrawn)The method of claim 83 wherein the struts are arranged in serpentine 
configurations. 



? ^ Claim 85. (New) An unexpanded stent having a longitudinal axis and formed from an open- 
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ended tube having a firstend and a second end and a midpoint therebetween, the tube having a 
wall with a multiplicity of holes formed therethrough between the first and second ends, the 
tubular wall defined by a plurality of struts, the stent tapering from the midpoin t to at least one 
end of the stent at a substantially constant slope in relation to the longitudinal axis, 
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